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INSPIRE THE 
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I always wanted to do a PhD when I graduated from my Master’s degree but decided to travel
the world first. When I got back I decided to get industry experience. But nothing made me
feel really happy while I was working, I always felt I could learn more and when I was
working in London I decided to apply to a PhD programme at Strathclyde University – I was
accepted to do a PhD based on my research proposal and was also awarded a scholarship. I
very quickly moved from London back home to Glasgow to start my PhD which led me into
academia.

I have worked lots of different job since graduating from my Master’s degree and before
starting my PhD. I have worked in marketing, as a civil servant/policy advisor for various
government departments both in Edinburgh and in London, I have worked in multi-national
companies and in the third sector.
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HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN DOING THIS? SEVEN YEARS

Why this career? What made you decide to do this?

What else have you done before before getting to where you are now?
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What did you most enjoy at when you were at school?

I loved PE! I was a great netball player and my favourite subject was Modern Studies.

Is there anything else that has influenced you in your career choice?

The freedom of researching areas that interest me and teaching students who are interested in
entrepreneurship.

What are the best aspects of your job?

The best aspects are meeting so many different students and working with so many different
people ranging from civil servants from across the world (Brazil, Japan, USA, Scotland and
England) to companies of all sizes. Also, meeting other academics with similar interests as
myself – building these great teams, networks and relationships.

What are the key skills needed for your job?

I think for a job in academia it is important to have great listening and learning skills – these are
so important in building relationships and teaching.  As an academic I am always learning and
trying to ensure that my learning is reflected in my research and teaching, and that it makes a
difference to society.

Do you have any advice for young people on how tochoose the best
career path for them?

Follow your dreams! 

We are here to help you to achieve your goals and I know its a daunting but the more you chat
to people about the different career paths there are out there, the better equipped you are to
make a decision
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